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Abstract
The main purpose of this study was to find out the factors that limit and prevent participation of members in

management of cooperatives. This survey was used and applied type research and descriptive, correlation and
deductive method were used. The main tool which used in this survey was questionnaire. The population in this
study consisted of 227 managers and 206 members of agricultural cooperatives in the Tehran province. The
result of coefficient of correlation showed that there was positive and meaningful relation between age,
education, number of shares, benefit and member’s participation level in decision making process in
cooperatives. Also, there was positive and meaningful relation between age, education, management experience,
interest in teamwork and awareness of management principles and cooperative rules and regulation and
accepting the value of participation of members in decision making process. Result obtained by using
KRUSKUL WALLIS test showed that decision making method of managers affected amount of participation of
members in decision making and there was meaningful difference between rural and urban members in
participating in decision making process in cooperatives.

Key words: Cooperative, Agricultural production cooperative, Participation, management, Decision making.
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